The Martineau Society

Registered Charity No. 1064092

Minutes of the Seventeenth Annual General Meeting, 8 July 2011, 11.30-12.30, Park Hotel, Tynemouth
There were 22 members present
1. Apologies for absence:
Mary Edwards, Will Frank, Stuart Hobday, Margaret Marks, Mollie Martineau, Alan Middleton
2. Approval of Minutes of 16th Annual General Meeting, Friday16 July 2010, Cumbria University, Ambleside

The Minutes were approved

3. Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise on the agenda

None

4. Chairperson's remarks – Ruth Watts

Thanks were expressed to the Committee for the excellent work that had been done over the past year, usually by email.  Special thanks were conveyed to Gaby Weiner for her work as Secretary, to both Gaby and David Hamilton for their work on the website, to Jane Bancroft for her conference organisation, to Rob Watts for his work as Treasurer, and to Bruce Chilton as Newsletter editor.  It was noted that Gaby and Rob will be stepping down this year from their posts as Secretary and Treasurer respectively.
The Chair expressed the opinion that the Society was going well, particularly following the revised website and the publicised link between Kate Middleton and the Martineau family. Indicative of this were requests for Ruth (as Chair) to talk and write about Harriet Martineau.

Thanks were conveyed to Ruth Watts for her considerable work for the Society over the year.

5. Annual report – Gaby Weiner

The annual report was distributed.  Key points included the excellent quality of and high attendance at the Ambleside conference, thanks in particular to Barbara Todd and Maureen Colquhoun; the importance of developing the website; the work of the Committee largely by email; and the links made to related societies in the miscellanies sections of the website. The report also listed the titles of papers presented at the Ambleside meeting.

A question was raised as to whether the Society was a member of Friends of Highgate Cemetery, where James is buried. 

· ACTION: Secretary and Treasurer to check their records on this

The 2011 annual report was approved unanimously and thanks were conveyed to Gaby Weiner for her input into the Society over the year.

6. Treasurer's report – Rob Watts

The report was circulated, and the following points were emphasised, that:

· the largest item of expenditure this year had been the Stone Memorial to Harriet Martineau in the Key Cemetery in Birmingham.  

· the Society’s investment of £5600 had yielded very little interest this year due to the continuing low interest rate.
· the Ambleside conference had just about broken even (£4 profit)

· Gift Aid contributions had not been included in this year’s report but this was in hand

· there had been some dispute about the size of membership, ranging downwards from nearly 70 members.   In terms of actual paid membership, there were currently 13 life members , 33-4 individual members and several institutional members

A question was asked as to whether the Armitt had institutional Society membership since its publicity value for the Society was considerable.  In view of its difficult financial situation, it was agreed that Maureen Colquhoun would donate her Newsletter copy to the Armitt.

· Action: Maureen Colquhoun

It was confirmed that Rob would be standing down this year as Treasurer but would continue in post until 31 December 2011 to complete the accounts for the calendar year. Thanks were conveyed to him for all his efforts on behalf of the Society over the years.
7. Newsletter Editor's report – Bruce Chilton
It was reported that Newsletter 28 had appeared around Christmas, 2010 and Newsletter 29 in July 2011, and that a paragraph on copyright was now included in the back of every issue. The font had been changed to Arial to improve the quality of the print, though it was not possible to increase font/letter size due to printing restrictions. The Editor emphasised the need for a flow of articles, usually arising from conference presentations but other relevant content was also welcome.  Papers should be no longer that 3500 words, and should be submitted electronically in Word form.
Thanks were conveyed to Bruce for all his work on the Newsletter over the year, and in particular, for his entertaining account of the Ambleside conference in the most recent issue.

8. Election of officers and committee:

The following Committee members were proposed and agreed:

· Chairperson: Ruth Watts (nominated by Carol Chilton, seconded Sophia Hankinson)
· Treasurer/Membership Secretary: Gaby Weiner (general acclaim)
· Secretary: Jane Bancroft (general acclaim) 
· Newsletter Editor: Bruce Chilton (general acclaim)
· Other Committee members: Elisabeth Arbuckle, Barbara Todd, Shu-Fang Lai, Margaret Marks, Alan Middleton, Valerie Sanders plus Sophia Hankinson as president (general acclaim)

Shu Fang proposed that she stand down to make way for new members to have a place on the committee.  However it was agreed that she should stay on the Committee until another member expressed an interest.

Agreed: to extend thanks to the outgoing Committee for the actions they take on the Society’s behalf.

9. Proposal to raise membership subscription

After much discussion the following increases in membership subscription were agreed (starting on 1st  January 2012):

· Standard annual subscription 
£20 (up from £15)

· Unwaged annual subscription 
£10 (up from £7.50)

· Institutional annual subscription 
£45 (up from £30)

· Life membership

£200 (up from £150)

10. Other matters:

i. Harriet Martineau Sociological Society: report.
The next meeting of HMSS will be held 9-11 August 2011.  The meeting will be headquartered at the Spring House Inn in Porter, Indiana, a short distance to the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. PLEASE, share this information with anyone and everyone that you think might have an interest in the life and work of Harriet Martineau (contact Deborah Logan deborah.logan@wku.edu)

New HM publications forthcoming from Lehigh UP/Rowman & Littlefield include Harriet Martineau. Further Letters (2011) and Harriet Martineau and the Irish Question: the Condition of Post-famine Ireland (2012)

ii. The Martineau Society website 
Much satisfaction was expressed at the development of the website, but it was emphasised that since this was now the main instrument of dissemination of information of Society activities, the Society could not rest on its laurels, and further development was important.  It was fairly inexpensive to the Society (under £20 annually for the server space) but demanded regular attention and updating. The Newsletters could now be downloaded from the website which led to some discussion about whether the most recent should be held back so that members could have some benefit of seeing the copy early. Other points raised included, whether it would be possible to provide log-in facilities for members for exclusive access to certain parts of the website.
It was agreed that Jane Bancroft and Gaby Weiner would provide a briefing paper as a basis for informed decisions at the 2012 AGM
· ACTION: Jane Bancroft and Gaby Weiner
iii. Publicity 
As already mentioned, the website is now the main source of publicity for the Society.  However other media outlets are also potentially fruitful such as Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Wikipedia and so forth.

It was agreed that the Secretary and Committee would explore these potential developments and provide feedback next year
· ACTION: Committee
iv. Future events of the Martineau Society
The following dates were agreed provisionally:
· Annual meeting 2012, Bristol (local link Bernard Omar)
· Annual meeting 2013, Oxford (Elisabeth Arbuckle and Barbara Todd to explore)
· Annual meeting 2014, Norwich (20th anniversary of Society’s establishment)
11. Any other business

i. Proposed annual Harriet Martineau lecture, University of East Anglia
It was agreed to hold over this item until the next AGM due to Stuart Hobday’s absence.

ii. Student bursaries: progress report
Following a presentation from Ruth Watts on the criteria for selection, it was agreed that the proposal of 2 bursaries per year should be trialled for a 3-year period, and reviewed annually. It was also agreed that Ruth Watts and Bruce Chilton would assess the applications and come to a decision regarding awards, and would provide some descriptive ‘blurb’ for the website
· ACTION: Ruth Watts and Bruce Chilton
iii. Review of Trustees
Given the changing nature of the Committee, it was agreed to review the current Trustees, and to ask non-active members (such as Deborah Logan) to stand down in favour of more active members such as Bruce Chilton. It is believed that formal resignations have to be received before any replacement is appointed.

(It was also suggested after the meeting that Jane Bancroft could become a Trustee as it might be appropriate taking into account her role as Hon Sec.)

· ACTION: Secretary/Chair
iv. Proposal to make a donation to mark the recent royal wedding

After lively discussion, the proposal was lost

v. Margaret Hamer: tribute
The untimely death of Society member Margaret Hamer was noted, and condolences to her family conveyed

It was agreed to publish the moving tribute to her made at her funeral, on the Society website
· ACTION: Secretary
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