The Martineau Society

Registered Charity No. 1064092

Minutes of the Fourteenth Annual General Meeting, 20 July 2008
The Martineau Society met at 11am on Sunday 20 July, Luther King House, Manchester
17 members were present
1.
Apologies were received from:

Maureen Colquhoun, Valerie Doulton, Howard Hague, Deborah Logan, Mollie Martineau, Valerie Sanders. Barbara Todd,  John Warren and Bob Webb
2. 
Minutes of 13th AGM: 16 July 2007
Corrections:
The Minutes were circulated and the following corrections were made: Ruth and Rob Watts were included in the apologies, and Rob was altered to Rod at point 8.2
The Minutes were then approved.

3. 
Matters Arising not on the agenda

10.3

Key Hill Cemetery: it was reported that friends of Key Hill Cemetery had contact with a stonemason, who might be prepared to carve a headstone for Harriet Martineau.  
Agreed: that the Treasurer will negotiate, with a ceiling of £2000.  ACTION Rob Watts.
10.4 It was reported  that there had been no action re-republication of the book by Violet Martineau on Gertrude since Sophia Hankinson had been informed that this was already being undertaken by someone else
10.5 Harriet Martineau’s plaque in Norwich. Rod Voegeli reported that he had contacted someone who would be prepared to clean this up and that this was in process.  
James Martineau grave in Highgate, London. Howard Hague reported that the area around the grave was relatively clear, and that it will cost the Society £12 per year or £150 for ‘life’ for the grave to be looked after on a regular basis by the Friends of Highgate Cemetery.  Agreed: that the Society will take out a life membership. ACTION Rob Watts.  
Valerie Doulton and Elisabeth Arbuckle will be visiting James’ grave later in the year and will report back on its condition. 

4. 
Chairperson’s Remarks
In her absence, Chairperson’s report was read out as follows:

1. Apologies first for not being here. I think this is the first Martineau Society AGM I've ever missed, but I was invited to participate in the opening panel at a conference at Exeter University on 'Artistry and Industry, 1830-1900,' where I'm talking about TH Huxley's artist daughter Marian. Had it been a bit nearer I'd have tried to attend both conferences, but couldn't face the extra 5 hours on the train. If anyone wants to oust me by people's uprising, I will entirely understand.

 

2. I hope you've all had a good time seeing Manchester: Many, many thanks to Ann for all her excellent arrangements, and to Gaby and Sophia for holding the fort in my absence. I would like to have joined in the various trips and heard this year's papers, but look forward to hearing more about it all afterwards. I hope someone won the pub quiz and that you enjoyed it.

 

3. I must also apologize for the hugely embarrassing misprint on the front of the latest 'Twenty-FORTH' Newsletter. Please don't assume I can't spell: I wasn't offered a proof by our print room, and I didn't notice it until Gaby pointed it out. Please feel free to alter it with a black pen - and apologies to Deborah: it certainly wasn't her spelling! 

 

4. It has been a quiet year of consolidation and holding steady in the Martineau Society. It's not clear to me what initiatives we might be pursuing, other than the publications discussed last year. There are still good signs of thriving interest in Martineau: I examined a Birkbeck PhD 10 days ago by an Australian student who was comparing Martineau, George Eliot and Charlotte Bronte as translators. 

 

4. I am open to suggestions about where we meet next year. Will Frank has proposed Boston if we want to go somewhere exotic with a strong Martineau connection; and Hull has been mentioned if we want to go somewhere that isn't exotic, and doesn't have any Martineau connections. The usual favourites of Newcastle and London have been suggested; Dublin remains on the shortlist: I will leave it to you to decide.

Agreed: to proffer thanks to Valerie for all her hard work and support for the Society over the past year
5. 
Annual Report
The Secretary circulated the annual report which summarises the main events of 2007, including the conference in Norwich and the papers presented. 
Agreed: to endorse the report and thanks to be conveyed to Gaby Weiner for her work. A signed copy was to be passed on to the Treasurer (ACTION Gaby Weiner).

6. 
Treasurer’s Report

6.1 The statement of accounts for 2007 was circulated. 
Agreed: that two signatures will be required for transactions involving more than £2000, and in such cases, that the 2nd signatory will be the Secretary

6.1 Noted: that the trustees for 2008 are as follows: Barbara Todd, Valerie Sanders, Alan Middleton, Deborah Logan, Elisabeth Arbuckle, Gaby Weiner, Sophia Hankinson, Shu-Fang Lai, Maureen Colquhoun, and Robert Watts.

6.2 Resolution: that the Martineau Society (Registered Charity No. 1064092) authorises the Treasurer, Mr Rob Watts of 26 Rosliston Road, Burton upon Trent DE159R, to operate the Society’s account with CCLA, number 55195000IC, as sole signatory for transactions up to £2000 and with Dr Gaby Weiner of 9 Ferry Orchard, Stirling FK95ND as second signatory for transactions above £2000.

Agreed unanimously 

6.3 Auditor: it was agreed that due to its relatively small expenditure, the Society needs an independent examiner rather than an auditor.
6.4 Resolution: that the Society asks Mrs Janet Finch to continue as Independent Examiner for the Society’s annual accounts.  In the event of Mrs Finch being unwilling to continue, the appointment of an Independent Examiner will be delegated to the Chairperson in consultation with the Secretary.
Agreed unanimously. 

Agreed: to accept the Treasurer’s report, and to convey thanks to Rob Watts for all his work during the past year.

7. 
Newsletter Editor’s Report

No report had been received from the Newsletter Editor.  However it was noted that two issues had appeared during the year.  
Agreed: that thanks is conveyed to Deborah Logan for her work on the Newsletter during the past year.

A number of points were also raised: 

- that the email contact details on the back page are inaccurate. ACTION Gaby Weiner to send correct details to Deborah Logan.
- that larger type would be preferable
- that the subscription details on the front page should include lifetime membership. ACTION Deborah Logan
8. 
Election of Officers and Committee

The following Committee members were proposed and agreed:
8.1 Chairperson
Valerie Sanders (nominated by Iris Voegeli, seconded Alan Middleton)

8.2 Treasurer/Membership Secretary
Robert Watts (general acclaim)

8.3 Secretary 
Gaby Weiner (general acclaim) 

8.4 Newsletter Editor
Deborah Logan (general acclaim)
8.5 Other Committee members
Elisabeth Arbuckle, Barbara Todd, Shu-Fang Lai, Margaret Marks, and Alan Middleton (general acclaim)
Agreed also:

- that further co-options would be possible.

- that the President is an ex-officio member of the Committee.
- that a vote of thanks is extended to the Committee for the actions they take on the Society’s behalf.
9. 
Other Matters

9.1 Harriet Martineau Sociological Society Meetings.

It was reported that the next meeting of HMSS will take place at Boston College 30-31 July with Deborah Logan as keynote speaker. 

Agreed: to seek a report of the proceedings. ACTION Deborah Logan
9.2 Martineau Society Website
This now seems to be working well.  Sarah Lawson is prepared to continue in her role as webmaster. It was agreed that the Chair would arrange for a (M&S?) £50 gift token to be sent, in appreciation. ACTION Valerie Sanders
9.3 Publicity
Agreed:

LEAFLET:
- that the Secretary will email the leaflet electronically to the Membership and that members are encouraged to leave the leaflet in libraries etc. ACTION Gaby Weiner 
- Copies of the leaflet were also made (by Ann Peart) and distributed at the meeting.
PORTABLE DISPLAY BOARD: 
Bruce Chilton reported that he had forgotten to arrange this but will do this year. ACTION Bruce Chilton
MEMBERSHIP: 
As noted in the Chairperson’s and Treasurer’s reports, numbers are similar to 2006-7.  Enquiries continue to be received, often via the website, and we have recruited several new members this year. 

9.4 Future events of the Martineau Society
Thanks were conveyed to Ann Peart for all her work as main organiser this year 

Agreed: that the Secretary will develop a checklist for future conference organisation in order to avoid duplication of effort or omissions. Items to include in the checklist are: programme, trails, entertainments, accommodation and equipment, transport and disability and dietary requirements. ACTION Gaby Weiner
Agreed: to revise and improve the conference registration forms to include, e.g. disability and transport needs. ACTION Gaby Weiner, together with Rob Watts and Will Frank
9.4.1: AGM 2009
Agreed: 
- Boston (local organiser, Will Frank)

Preliminary dates: 16-19 July 2009

AGM 2010

- Bristol (suggestion for local organiser, Lindy Latham; also a contact of Rob Watts)

AGM 2011 
- Oxford (HMC/St Hilda’s, local organiser Alan Middleton. With Rev. Frank Walker)
10. Any Other Business

Charity Commission: it was noted that the Charity Commission is placing greater emphasis on how charities benefit society generally, and that this needs to be highlighted in future annual reports.  
Archives at HMC: Alan will pursue whether this is a possibility.

Model statue of James Martineau: this had been offered to the Society for £1000 by Patrick Martineau. Agreed: to decline offer. ACTION Gaby Weiner
Newsletter Indexing: it was reported that Sophia H. had provided the Index for issues 1-10, and that Alan M. was in the process of updating the rest. Thanks were proffered to Sophia and Alan for doing this on the Society’s behalf. The aim is to include the index on the website.  It was noted that Gaby and Alan are also planning to upload photographs taken at past meetings.
- Pocket biography of Harriet Martineau
Agreed: that Ruth Watts and Gaby Weiner will liaise over this with Barbara Todd and Rod Voegeli. ACTION Ruth Watts, Gaby Weiner, Barbara Todd, Rod Voegeli
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