The Martineau Society

Registered Charity No. 1064092

Minutes of the Sixteenth Annual General Meeting, 16 July 2010, 11.30-12.30, University of Cumbria, Ambleside
There were 23 members present
1.
Apologies were received from:

Will Frank, Valerie Sanders, Deborah Logan 
2. 
Minutes of 15th AGM: 19 May 2010, Birmingham Library
Corrections: Will Frank mentioned twice in the apologies section.  This was amended.
The Minutes were approved.

3. 
Matters Arising not on the Agenda

None
4. 
Chairperson’s Remarks

The Chairperson apologised for her relative lack of activity on behalf of the Society due to illness. Her intention for the future is to concentrate on publicising the Society and seeking support for more student attendance at the conference. She was pleased to note that membership of the Society was increasing and interest in Martineaus, growing.  She conveyed her thanks to the 2010 conference organisers, Barbara Todd and Gaby Weiner, and also to members of the Committee for their work on behalf of the Society over the year.
Agreed: to thank Ruth Watts for her work as Chair on behalf of the Society. 
5. 
Annual Report
The Secretary circulated the annual report which summarised the main events of 2009, including the conferences at Birmingham and Boston, and the papers presented. 
Noted: 

· the importance of inserting an item on public benefit in forthcoming annual reports

· the importance of establishing links with other societies, in particular,  Friends with Highgate Society, Unitarian Historical Society (contact person, Alan Ruston) and the Huguenot Society of GB and Ireland (contact person, Victorine Martineau) (ACTION: Secretary)
6. 
Treasurer’s Report

The statement of accounts for 2009 and Treasurer’s report were circulated. The balance at the end of the year was £2, 652.02 in the main account and £5, 595.68 in the CCLA account. The Treasurer said that he was not sure how useful the yearly statement of accounts was since the expenditure for one conference could be carried over three financial years (as in Boston conference).  This makes it difficult to assess the actual financial situation at any given time. However he reported the following, that:
· there had been a profit of £210 from the Birmingham conference in May. 

· there had been a small deficit of £80 from the Boston conference in July. One cost borne was bank charges when cheques were translated from one currency to another. 
· interest from the deposit account had reduced due to depressed markets and low bank rate
· there had been a small increase in individual membership over the year year
· there was some confusion about the function and role of CCLA 
·  £1000 is due to the Society as a result of gift-aid

Noted: that the subscription of Birmingham University Library had not been paid, and the cause for this should be established (ACTION: Treasurer)

Agreed the following:

· to clarify the role of CCLA (ACTION: Secretary)
· that notice will be given in the AGM papers for 2011 of the possibility of raising the subscription due to the need for the Society to maintain a healthy financial balance in order to carry out a wider range of activities (ACTION: Secretary)
· to ensure that a gift-aid tick box is included on the membership application form and Society leaflet (ACTION: David Hamilton).

Agreed: to approve both the accounts and the Treasurer’s report, and to convey thanks to Rob Watts for all his work during the past year.

7. 
Newsletter Editor’s Report

It was reported that two issues of the newsletter had been produced in the last year, and that the font had been changed to make the text more readable.  The Editor had also expanded pagination and would be happy to increase it further in the future. He said that he would welcome any ‘hangover’ copy from Boston conference, and of course, papers from the present conference. Of particular interest are relevant papers that do not have Harriet M. as their main focus. He also expressed the wish to develop a more ambitious newsletter format.

Agreed: that newsletter editor and other members of the committee should explore other format possibilities (ACTION: Newsletter Editor). 
Agreed: to convey thanks to Bruce Chilton for his work as newsletter editor over the year, and for producing an excellent newsletter, and to Valerie Sanders for all the work she does in getting the Newsletter to Society members
8. 
Election of Officers and Committee

The following Committee members were proposed and agreed:
Chairperson
Ruth Watts (nominated by Gaby Weiner, seconded Elisabeth Arbuckle)
Treasurer/Membership Secretary
Robert Watts (general acclaim)

Secretary 
Gaby Weiner (general acclaim) 

Newsletter Editor
Bruce Chilton (general acclaim)
Other Committee members
Elisabeth Arbuckle, Barbara Todd, Shu-Fang Lai, Margaret Marks, and Alan Middleton plus Sophia Hankinson as president (general acclaim)
New post of Conference Secretary
Jane Bancroft (general acclaim)

Agreed: to extend thanks to the outgoing Committee for the actions they take on the Society’s behalf.
9. 
Other Matters

Harriet Martineau Sociological Society 
Report received. The Sixth International Working Seminar will take place on 9-11 August 2011at Northwest Indiana–Southwest Michigan, Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. For more information or to propose a paper, contact the co-organizers: Michael R. Hill, editor@sociological-origins.com or Deborah Anna Logan, deborah.logan@wku.edu
Martineau Society Website
Overall it was agreed that the new website (martineausociety.co.uk) was a considerable improvement on the previous version. Discussion concentrated on how the website can be maintained and upgraded.  Re- the newsletter, copyright needs to explored regarding past content and the proposed scanning and putting on the website of issues 1-20.  
Agreed, that:

· the newsletter issues should be scanned and put up on the website, and to leave it to the committee to work out the details (ACTION: Committee)
· the newsletter editor should include a standard paragraph in each newsletter indicating that permission is needed from authors for the Society to publish content in paper-form and on the web (ACTION: Newsletter editor). 
Publicity
It was reported that the current leaflet needs updating, in particular, regarding the inclusion of a gift-aid tick box.  As the Society has only a pdf of the current leaflet, a new leaflet needs to be produced.

Agreed: that a new leaflet would be drafted and circulated (ACTION: David Hamilton) 

Future events of the Martineau Society
AGM and meeting 2011
Agreed:  that this would take place at St Hilda’s College Oxford in July 2011 and that the date would be confirmed as soon as possible (main organisers: Sophia Hankinson and Jane Bancroft)
AGM and meeting 2012
Bristol was discussed as a possible venue, but that a contact person was needed (ACTION: Bruce Chilton)
10. Any Other Business

Memorial to Harriet Martineau, Key Hill Cemetery
It was reported that the Martineau memorial was now in place (and photographs were circulated showing what the memorial looked like)

Agreed: to approve invoice and to thank Dick Empson and the team at Key Hill Cemetery for all their work on the Society’s behalf (ACTION: Treasurer).
Armitt Museum and Library

It was reported that the museum was going through a difficult period.  It had been flooded during the winter, Cumbria university due to its own financial difficulties, had withdrawn its support, and the organisation is currently being mainly run by volunteers with no professional curator. Given that the Society has a number of Martineau artefacts on loan to the Museum, it is important that the Society keeps a close eye on developments. On the plus side, Harriet Martineau is now for the first time included in the Armitt leaflet, and largely thanks to Barbara Todd, the Armitt has mounted a small Martineau exhibition.
Agreed: to send a letter to the President of the Museums Association concerning the Armitt’s potential closure, and were that to happen, the future location of the Martineau artefacts. (ACTION: Secretary).
Annual Harriet Martineau Lecture, UEA

Stuart Hobday proposed that the Society support an annual Harriet Martineau lecture at UEA, similar to that currently organised in memory of Thomas Paine.  He said there was a strong support for this within UEA (e.g. Rebecca Stott).  Approximately £1000 would be needed per lecture for the hire of the venue and payment of the speaker.  Some of the expenditure could be recouped through sale of tickets, though it was not clear, how much.  Stuart offered to set the ball rolling, and report back on developments, including co-financing

Agreed, in principle for the proposal to go ahead, and for Stuart Hobday to pursue what possibilities are available (ACTION: Stuart Hobday)
Bursaries

Ruth Watts proposed that the Society should sponsor two students (one UK-based and one from overseas) to attend (and present a paper at) the annual conference, the amount of each bursary to be £250.  

Agreed, to the bursaries in principle, and that the Committee should take responsibility for working out details and criteria (ACTION: Committee).  
Member Publications

New publications by members:
Deborah Logan, Harriet Martineau, Victorian Imperialism, and the Civilizing Mission, Ashgate, Jan. 2010.
Deborah Logan, Harriet Martineau: Authorship, Society and Empire, Manchester UP, August 2010.
Deborah Logan, Two more volumes of HM letters, Lehigh UP, 2011
The meeting closed at 13.00
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